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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 STATE 1 3598 1 
ORIGIN EUR- 12 

INEO OCT-01 ISO-00 CIAE-00 PM-05 INR-10 L-03 ACDA-12 
NSAE-00 PA-01 SS-15 SP-02 TRSE-00 DODE-00 H-01 
10-13 EB-08 NRC-05 OES-07 SOE-02 DOE-15 CEQ-01 
NSCE-00 SSO-00 ICAE-00 INRE-00 /113R 

DRAETED BY OSD/ISA:HGAEENEY 

APPROVED BY EUR/RPM:WSHINN 

EUR/RPM:LBRECKON/DMCCONNELL 

PM/ISP:LEINCH 

DASD/ISA:LDAVIS 

OSD/A-E:JCATHCART 

JCS/J-5:WJOHNSON 

007325 272040Z/70 

OR 27201 8Z MAY 78 
EM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USMISSION USNATO IMMEDIATE 
INEO CINCLANT NOREOLK 
USCINCEUR VAIHINGEN GERMANY 
USLOSACLANT NOREOLK 
USNMR SHAPE BELGIUM 
USDEL MC BELGIUM 

CONEIDENTIAL STATE 135981 

E.O. 11652:GDS 
TAGS:NATO, MNUC, NPG 

SUBJECT:NPG - EREDERISKHAVEN EOLLOW-UP 
REF.: USNATO 5327 (DTG 241137Z MAY 78) 

1. DRAFT PERMREP REPORT CONTAINED REFTEL STILL HAS NOT 
ACHIEVED PRECISION WHICH WE BELIEVE IT SHOULD ACHIEVE IE 
EUTURE MISUNDERSTANDINGS ARE TO BE AVOIDED. FURTHER 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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CHANGES YOU SHOULD SEEK EOLLOW. 

2. PARA 4. IN LAST SENTENCE, THERE IS IMPLICATION THAT 
NPG PERMREPS ARE SOMEHOW SEPARATE EROM NATIONS. WE 
BELIEVE THIS IMPRESSION SHOULD BE AVOIDED. IN KEEPING 

WITH PAST NATURE OF PERMREP EXCHANGES, WE RELIEVE SENTENCE 
SHOULD READ FROM SECOND "WE," "WE WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE A 
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PROGRESS REPORT ON ITS WORK AS EARLY AS PRACTICABLE SO AS 
TO ALLOW NATIONS TIME EOR ITS CONSIDERATION IN THEIR 
PREPARATIONS EOR PERMREPS DISCUSSIONS AND THE NEXT 
MINISTERIAL MEETING." 

3. ON PARA 5, SHORT-TERM RECOMMENDATIONS, PARA STILL DOES 
NOT PERMIT NATIONS TO RAISE ECONOMIC, EINANCIAL, AND FORCE 
PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS IE THEY WISH. WE AND OTHERS SHOULD 
NOT EEEL PRECLUDED EROM RAISING SUCH 

CONSIDERATIONS, AND HAVING THEM REELECTED IN THE 
REPORT AS APPROPRIATE. MOREOVER, LAST SENTENCE SEEMS 

INCONSISTENT WITH AGREED MINUTE WHICH SAID SHORT TERM 
MEASURES SHOULD BE FOLLOWED UP IN WIDER CONTEXT OE NATO'S 
EORCE PLANNING ACTIVITIES AND WITHIN A NATIONAL CONTEXT. 
SINCE NPG ACTION CANNOT BE SEPARATE EROM NATIONAL 
ACTIONS, WE RECOMMEND THAT LAST SENTENCE READ, "OUR 
AIM SHOULD BE TO PROVIDE EOR DISCUSSION BY NPG MINISTERS 
A REPORT WHICH INDICATES THE ACTIONS NATIONS PLAN TO 
TAKE ON SHORT-TERM MEASURES." QUESTION OE EURTHER 
DISPOSITION OP REPORT SHOULD BE LEPT TO MINISTERS. WE 
SUGGEST THAT EXCHANGES OP VIEWS ON THE MEASURES THEM- 
SELVES TAKE PLACE BEPORE DRAPTING OF REPORT IS ATTEMPTED. 

4. ON PARA 7, PHRASE IN PIRST SENTENCE, "THESE STRICTLY 
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DEPENSIVE" SEEMS UNNECESSARILY EDITORIAL AND COULD BE 
DROPPED. YOU SHOULD CONTINUE TO PRESS EOR SECOND 
BRACKET. HOWEVER, AS FALLBACK, SUGGEST FIRST BRACKET 
BE REWRITTEN AS POLLOWS: "WE ARE AWARE THAT AS 
THE REPORTS OP THE VARIOUS EFPORTS (HLG POLLOW-ON REPORT, 
POLITICO-STRATEGIC MARITIME STUDY, AND OUR REPORT ON 
SHORT-TERM TNF IMPROVEMENTS) ARE DRAWN TOGETHER, 
HOPEPULLY IN PREPARATION EOR THE SPRING 1979 MINISTERIAL 
MEETING, IT WILL BE DESIRABLE TO INCLUDE THE ANALYSIS 
OP DEPENSIVE SYSTEMS EOR DISCUSSION BY MINISTERS." 

5. ON GENERAL APPROACH TO DEPENSIVE SYSTEMS ANALYSIS, 

WE BELIEVE IT SHOULD BE AIMED AT PRAMING DISCUSSIONS BY 
PERMREPS AND MINISTERS, NOT AT PROVIDING A COMPLETE 
STAPF SOLUTION. THUS, IT WOULD RAISE ALL THE RELEVANT 
DETERRENT PACTORS, AND COMPARE THE SYSTEMS, PRO AND 
CON, AGAINST THEM. THE ANALYSIS SHOULD NOT BE REGARDED 
AS A WAY TO SELL ONE POSITION OR ANOTHER. SPECIFIC 
POSITIONS CAN BE PUSHED BY NATIONS DURING PERMREP AND 
MINISTERIAL DISCUSSIONS ONCE A NEUTRAL REPORT IS 
PREPARED. ONE WAY TO APPROACH TH,S REPORT WOULD BE 
INCREMENTALLY, THAT IS, A SERIES OP STAPP GROUP 
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DISCUSSIONS MEANT TO SET THE PROBLEM, IDENTIFY THE 
RELEVANT EACTORS, ESTABLISH TERMS OE REEERENCE EOR 
DETERRENT ANALYSIS, ETC. THIS APPROACH WOULD PERMIT 
EXCHANGES OE VIEW ALONG THE WAY, AS OPPOSED TO HAVING 
A GROUP OP EXPERTS DISAPPEAR EOR SOME TIME TO PRODUCE 
A COMPLETE REPORT. ANOTHER ALTERNATIVE WOULD BE EOR 
NATIONS TO CONTRIBUTE DISCUSSION PAPERS ONCE A 
PRAMEWORK OP DISCUSSION HAD BEEN SET UP. 

6. ON PHASE III, ANTICIPATION OF A "FINAL" REPORT SEEMS 
PREMATURE. A MAIN BENEFIT FROM THE PHASE III EXERCISE 
WILL BE THE DIALOGUE AMONG NATIONS ONCE A FIRST DRAFT 

IS AVAILABLE. DRAPT MIGHT THEN EVOLVE IN WAYS WHICH ARE 
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DIPFICULT TO PREDICT AT THIS POINT. SUGGEST LAST 
SENTENCE BE REVISED TO READ, "WE WILL ENDEAVOR TO 
PORWARD A PROCESS REPORT EOR MINISTERIAL DISCUSSION AT 
THEIR AUTUMN MEETING. THEREAFTER, WE WILL SEE 
WHETHER A FIRM DRAFT CONSOLIDATED GUIDELINES DOCUMENT 
CAN BE READY EOR MINISTERS TO DISCUSS AT THEIR 
SPRING 1979 MEETING." 

7. ON PARA 1 1, BELIEVE SECOND TICK SHOULD READ, "NPG 
PERMREPS REPORT ON SHORT TERM TNP IMPROVEMENTS." 

VANCE 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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